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1. Overview
This study aims to explore the current status of industry-academia 
cooperation in terms of upper secondary vocational education. Generally 
vocational schools need strong partnership with industry for many reasons: 
structuring curriculum, doing cooperative education, and school to work 
transition. However cooperation between industry and vocational high school 
had limits. Many schools have been seeking out the business themselves, and 
only have weak relationship with business. The study consists of three parts.
First, we would analyze the surface layer of the industry-academia 
cooperation network in terms of the job placements relationships. Second, we 
would analyze the deep layer of the industry-academia cooperation network 
focused on Incheon and Chungnam region. Third, we would pick out the 
representatives cases among the Incheon and Chungnam region. The cases 
might show process of relationship building and mechanisms forming a long 
term relationship with each other.
2. Research Method
The main method of this study is Social Network Analysis(SNA) and 
in-depth interviews. To analyze the surface layer of the industry-academia 
cooperation network, we used the secondary data which is collected by the 
Ministry of Education in 2011. Also we collected data from vocational high 
school in Incheon and Chungnam region in terms of second part of this 
study. The contents of in-depth interview are mechanism and process of 
relationship between school and business. The interviewees are vocational 
highschool teacher who are responsible for the industry cooperation.
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3. Main Results
This paper defines surface layer of the industry-academia cooperation 
network as: the contents of exchange are limited the student job placement, 
an unofficial relationships, and weak relationships. Following are the main 
results of this study.
First, just like the surface layer, each vocational school has relationships 
with many business. Secondly, many school make their relationship by 
contact business directly. On the contrary, introduction by outside 
organizations such as job placement support center is rare. Third, exchanges 
between schools and businesses are limited even in strong relationships. 
Fourth, because of the different infrastructures between Incheon and 
Chungnam region, the structures of the network are different from each other.  
  From the in-depth interview with vocational school teachers, we identified 
some features as follows:
First, many school take the industry cooperation as job placement. Strong 
relationship with business are very rare. Secondly, infrastructures of school is 
not enough to support the industry cooperation. Only few teachers are 
responsible for the managing businesses and they are jaded from too much 
work. Third, many schools have difficulty with strengthen the relationships 
with business. 
4. Policy Implications
Based on the results of this study, we would suggest several political 
issues. First, ‘blueprint’ for promoting the industry-academia cooperation 
should be made at the national level. Secondly, the ability of schools and 
businesses in terms of strengthen their relationships should be developed. 
Third, building the proper foundations to support the industry-academia 
cooperation should be built by government.
